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When the angels went away from them to heaven, the shepherds said to one another,
“Let us go, then, to Bethlehem to see this thing that has taken place,
which the Lord has made known to us.”
So they went in haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the infant lying in the manger.
Luke 2:15-16

We invite you to join with the community of
The Basilica of Saint Joseph Proto-Cathedral
in celebrating the birth of Jesus Christ.
Thursday, December 24th ~ Christmas Eve Masses
4:00 pm ~ Church ~ Children’s Choir & Youth Choir
4:00 pm ~ Bethlehem High School Gym ~ Spirit & Grace Choir
7:00 pm ~ Church ~ One Voice
Midnight ~ Church ~ Basilica Choir & Bell Choir

Friday, December 25th ~ Christmas Day Masses
10:00 am ~ Church ~ Contemporary I Choir

All is ready. Come, let us celebrate together.

Vivian Schepker

Ellen Sprigg

Shannon Satterly

Margaret Mary Hite

Tara Mattingly

Leslie Green

Debbie Jones

Marie Seaman, SFCC

Donnie Hillard

Rose H Mattingly

Rhonda Crepps

Marda Weakley

Renee Farnsworth
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Year of Mercy
Pope Francis has called an extraordinary Jubilee, a Holy Year of Mercy to begin on the Feast of the
Immaculate Conception, December 8, 2015. It will end with the feast of Christ the King on November
20, 2016.
What is a jubilee year? A jubilee year is a special year called by the church to receive blessing and
pardon from God and remission of sins. The Catholic Church has called jubilee years every 25 to 50
years since the year 1300 and has also called special jubilee years, known as extraordinary jubilee
years.
As explained in the Church document Misericordiae Vultus that announced this Year of Mercy, Pope
Francis is focusing on mercy because “We constantly need to contemplate the mystery of mercy. It is
a wellspring of joy, serenity, and peace. Our salvation depends upon it” (2). He reminds us that “Jesus
affirms that mercy is not on an action of the Father. It becomes a criterion for ascertaining who his true
children are. In short, we are called to show mercy because mercy has first been shown to us” (9). And
he challenges us: “Mercy is the very foundation of the Church’s life. All of her pastoral activity should
be caught up in the tenderness she makes present to believers…The Church has an endless desire to
show mercy” (10).
In response to this call, the Archdiocese has announced a series of activities. They include:




CATHOLIC CONNECTION – Beginning in Advent, the Archdiocese will organize an effort to reach
out to inactive Catholics. Parishes are being asked to solicit names of inactive Catholics by distributing postcards at weekend Masses and/or directing folks to an online registry. The people identified
will receive a letter from Archbishop Kurtz inviting them to consider reconnecting to the faith community. They will also be invited to listening sessions to be held in February across the Archdiocese. During a similar effort in 2001, more than 5,000 names were submitted, and several hundred
people attend similar listening sessions.
24 HOURS FOR THE LORD – The Holy See has asked that churches observe a special 24-hour
period of Eucharistic Adoration, with the availability of Reconciliation sometime during that time. The
dates that have been established are March 4-5, 2016 (Friday-Saturday), from 4 p.m. on Friday
through 4 p.m. on Saturday. Parishes can participate individually or may decide to organize opportunities by region. The list of parishes participating in 24 Hours for the Lord will be communicated
broadly in February of 2016.
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HOLY DOORS – During Jubilee Years, Holy Doors are used as a symbol and ritual expression of
conversion in and through Jesus Christ. Individuals are invited to pass through the door in order to
leave the past behind and cross the threshold from sin to grace and darkness to light. The Cathedral of the Assumption and the Basilica of St. Joseph Proto-Cathedral will participate in the worldwide ritual of having a Holy Door for the Year of Mercy. In addition other parishes may decide to
participate.
ADULT FORMATION – Many parishes have active Renew groups or other small Christian communities and have been encouraged to invite groups to study and discuss mercy this year. The Archdiocese will send suggested resources to parishes.
PUBLIC WITNESS OF THE CHURCH’S NEED FOR MERCY – The Archdiocese will hold a public
liturgical rite that will highlight the Church’s need for God’s mercy. Final plans will be announced
shortly.





CORPORAL AND SPIRITUAL WORKS OF MERCY – Parishes, schools, and the faithful in general
will be invited to practice the corporal and spiritual works of mercy throughout the year. Processes
are being developed to educate and encourage these practices and to record and report on what
transpires throughout the Archdiocese.
LIFE CONFERENCE (OCTOBER 2016) – The Archdiocese is sponsoring a diocesan-wide conference, which will highlight the Church’s teaching on the dignity of life as the foundation for the corporal and spiritual works of mercy. Presentations will be provided on a variety of life issues focusing
on the many ways Catholics respect the sanctity of life.
Source - archlou.org/year-of-mercy

God’s Mercy is for Everyone!
With these words Pope Francis has proclaimed a special Jubilee Year of Mercy beginning on December 8, 2015 and ending on the feast of Christ the King in 2016 on November 20, 2016. As a way to
deepen our understanding of this extraordinary Jubilee Year I’d like to invite you to join us on Thursday
mornings from 9:30 to 11:30 beginning January 14th in the Maloney Room of Flaget Hall to reflect on
“The Holy Year of Mercy”. We will be using a book focusing on Scripture as well as homilies which
Pope Francis has given highlighting opportunities for us to show mercy. The books are good for individual prayer and reflection as well as group faith sharing. If you would like to participate in our group
study or would just like to have a copy to pray with at home please give me a call at 348-3126. Books
cost $11.00.
Thank you. Marie Seaman SFCC

4

Please Save Your Plastic Caps for a Bench!
As part of our parish response to Pope Francis’ encyclical “Laudato Si” on our common home
and our care for the earth, we’d like to invite you to help us save enough plastic bottle caps for a
bench made by recycling these caps. We hope to put this bench in the preschool playground
here at St. Joe’s.
This is a project for adults, teens and children since we all have some kind of plastic bottle caps!!
There is a clear plastic bin in Flaget Hall and also one in the back of the church so you may deposit your caps when you come to the parish office during the week or to pray on weekends. We
need 400 pounds of bottle caps for each bench!! Plus we need a place to store them until we
reach our goal. So if you can help us out by saving your plastic bottle caps or helping us store
the SORTED ones, we will be grateful. 400 pounds is ABOUT ten 55 gallon garbage bags.
Caps must be CLEAN and free from food or other contaminants.
Below is a list of the kinds of plastic caps that we are looking for:
 drink bottle caps (water/soda etc)
 milk jug caps
 detergent caps (dish and laundry, fabric softener)
 hair spray caps
 deodorant caps
 flip-top caps (ketchup, mustard)
 # 5 caps such as peanut butter, mayonnaise, etc. (must have #5 printed on them)
The earth belongs to the Lord and we are its caretakers! Will you help us be responsible caregivers and save your caps for a recycled plastic bench? Questions?? Contact Marie Seaman
SFCC at 348-3126
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10 Years Tackling Hunger
Save the date for January 30th
Wow! Ten years and over $21,000 raised to tackle hunger in our local community! This just goes to show that a
small group of people can make a big difference. The beauty of Souper Bowl of Caring is that small groups of
young people in every state in the U.S. are making a huge impact.
Souper Bowl of Caring is a national movement with a mission to empower teens to fight hunger in their local
communities. The idea began 25 years ago in a small church in South Carolina with this prayer: “Lord, even as
we enjoy the Super Bowl football game, help us to be mindful of those without a bowl of soup to eat.” Since
then, ordinary young people have generated more than $100 million for soup kitchens, food banks and other
charities in communities across the nation. In addition, hundreds of thousands of youth have experienced for
themselves the joy and satisfaction of giving, serving and inspiring people of all ages to follow their generous
example.
Our W.O.W. group hosts an event each year before Super Bowl Sunday. For those unable to attend the event,
there is still an opportunity to help by tossing your dollars in soup pots after Mass that same weekend. The junior high R.O.C. group and Religious Education youth help with serving and collecting as well. Every year we
have chosen the St. Vincent de Paul Food Pantry to be the recipient of 100% of the funds we raise. In past
years, the teens help shop and deliver food items to the pantry all throughout the year. This past year, however,
we have been working with the pantry director, Matt Bowman, to purchase the food through Feeding America.
This allows us to purchase a greater amount of food and ultimately feed more families. Of the $4300 raised last
year through Souper Bowl of Caring, we have been able to provide them with 11,576 pounds of food. This is
four box-truckloads of food with a retail value of almost $20,000. Our donations represent 25% of the pantry’s
food purchasing budget. In addition to the event, our youth will be volunteering at the pantry on Saturdays and
on some extended night hours during the week. Next year the goal is for the students from Bethlehem High
School and St. Joseph W.O.W. group to completely run the pantry on the added days. These extra days will be
fully funded from Souper Bowl of Caring. The amount of money we raise will depend on how many extra days
the pantry can be open. We are so excited to partner with St. Vincent de Paul to empower our young people to
be the face of Jesus to all they encounter through this wonderful ministry.
We would like to thank all who have supported us through the years. Your generosity has helped feed many
families and keep food on the pantry shelves. Our first Souper Bowl of Caring in 2006 raised $300. That group
of teens and every group since has worked very hard to grow the event year after year. Their enthusiasm and
love of serving others is wonderful to see. Through their ideas and brainstorming, and continuing support of our
parish and community, it has grown tremendously. We hope this year, our 10th Anniversary, will be our most
fruitful year so far. Our goal is to surpass our highest amount raised of $5000. If you have never attended our
event you are missing out! There will be about 12 soup and 3 chili entries, each one as delicious as the next.
Homemade cornbread is donated by local restaurants. Parishioners bring wonderful desserts and the parish
provides hotdogs for the kids. Mark your calendars for the big day of our 10th Annual Souper Bowl of Caring
Chili & Soup Cook-Off on January 30th from 5-7 in the Parish Hall. Tell your family and friends and come
enjoy a night of fabulous soups and more, all for a wonderful cause!
We’ll begin taking sign-ups for contestants in January. If you would like to enter your masterpiece look for details
in the bulletin or call 348-3126 ext. 110. Winners are decided by the most donations (hint: if you enter, be sure
to invite a generous group of people to donate to your masterpiece). It’s about the taste but most importantly it’s
about the $$$ for the pantry!
Thank you from the bottom of our hearts for all your support and generosity through the
years. We hope you can help us reach our goal of $5000 to ultimately help provide food for
many more families in need here in Nelson County.
With Grateful Hearts,
Ellen Sprigg, Sr. High Youth Ministry Coordinator and all W.O.W. Groups past and present
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ST VINCENT DE PAUL MISSION STORE AND FOOD PANTRY
310 N. 2nd St. Bardstown, Ky 40004
502-348-9752
www.svdpbard.org
St. Vincent de Paul Mission Store and Food Pantry was started here in Nelson County in 1992 by Father Patrick
Creed, then pastor of St. Joseph Proto Cathedral. We are an outreach ministry of St. Joseph Parish and are administered by a Board of Directors, which includes the current pastor and meets quarterly. We have 5 paid employees: Director, Store Manager, Receptionist, Sort Room Attendant, and Custodian. The Food Pantry Manager position is funded by a one-year grant from the Sisters of Charity. Our Mission is to provide compassion
and support to individuals in need, regardless of race, origin, religion or gender through client assistance with
rent, utilities, gas, emergency shelter, clothing, furniture, household items, and food assistance. Our assistance
is just for Nelson County residents, although the mission store gives monthly excess clothing donations to 2
separate Missions in Eastern Kentucky serving a 7 county area and the Louisville St. Vincent de Paul receives
men's clothing.
We have about 50 active volunteers who serve as receptionists (greeting clients, making appointments for the
director, answering phones, scheduling pick-ups), store cashiers/clerks, sorters (sorting donated items), rag
cutters (we sell to local factories), food pantry workers, and drivers/delivery/pick-up volunteers. We are very
grateful for our volunteers but can always use more. Typically volunteers work 4 hour shifts, once/week. If you
are looking to donate your time and talent, please call us and we’ll work with your schedule. We need back-up
cashiers and receptionists as well as men volunteers for the pick-up/delivery of items. Please consider giving it
a try – you’ll be blessed AND will be helping a worthy cause!
The Thrift Store is open Monday thru Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4 pm. The last week of every month we have a bag
sale. All clothing that fits into a grocery bag is just $5! We have just about everything imaginable – come check
us out! Proceeds from the Thrift store and all donations go back into the community in the form of financial and
household/furniture assistance. We have new clothing bins behind the store - please drop off your clothing donations ANY time. We even take absorbent clothing that's not quite good enough to sell (holes/stains, etc) because we can make rags out of them and sell to local businesses. We currently have coats, blankets and toys
we're giving to the needy this Christmas season.
The Food Pantry is currently open Mondays and Fridays from 9:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. We provide food to impoverished families in need. Some 75% of our households are headed by clients who are elderly or permanently
disabled. On average, we provide food assistance to 400 different households each month from all across Nelson County. To do this, we must secure over one ton of food each week. While we depend on food drives
throughout the year, the food drives only comprise about 30% of the food that we give out. The rest of the food
is purchased – most of it from the Feeding America food bank in Elizabethtown at pennies on the dollar of the
original cost of the food. For this reason, we also rely heavily upon monetary donations to the food pantry. You
may also drop off canned goods any weekend in the back of church. We are partnering with American Legion
Post 121 and passing out 175 turkeys/Christmas Baskets this year!
If any questions or if you know a family in need, please call Susan H. Hardin, the Director, Mary Manion, Store
Manager, or Matt Bowman, Food Pantry Manager , at 348-9752.
We would not be able to help people as we do if it weren’t for our wonderful volunteers and donations from the
community. What better way to celebrate "The Year of Mercy" than to give to St. Vincent de Paul! Our work is
the epitome of works of mercy! Any donations would be greatly appreciated. Please just mark your offering envelope that you wish to give to Saint Vincent de Paul or donate on-line at our web site or drop by the store.
Merry Christmas and may you have a blessed New Year!
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St. Joseph School
Pennies from Heaven
Haiti Advent Project
The students at St. Joseph School keep the annual tradition of collecting pennies and
change for people of Haiti alive again this year. This year marks the 30 th anniversary for this
wonderful advent project! Students, families, and friends of St. Joseph School are encouraged
to save their pennies and change throughout the year. During Advent, several “Pennies from
Heaven” collection events are held for the entire school. At the events, students hear about the
people of Haiti and our sister parish, St. Francis of Xavier, in Haiti. The events are led by the 5 th
graders of St. Joseph School and include a video of the people of Haiti, song and dance, and
the penny/coin collection. The money benefits the children of St. Francis Xavier by providing
school lunches, often the only meal of the day for some, school supplies, paying teacher salaries and much more. St. Joseph School encourages each of you to save your pennies for this
worthy cause. Feel free to bring your change to the school anytime, we collect for “Pennies
from Heaven” year round.
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St. Joseph Montessori
“Where Children’s Minds Soar”

161 West Drive P.O. Box 44
Nazareth, KY 40048
Phone: (502) 348-1540
Email: stjoemcc@stjosephmontessori.org
www.stjosephmontessori.org

Saint Joseph Montessori Children's Center is an inclusive, non-profit
Montessori pre-kindergarten and kindergarten program designed to
help diverse, young learners from 3 to 6 years of age develop a lifetime
love of learning. Founded in 1973, SJMCC is Nelson County's longest
running private pre-school. SJMCC is honored to continue its great tradition of quality education and life skills training for the young children
in the Nelson County, Kentucky area.

