ST. JOSEPH PARISH NEWSLETTER
SPRING 2018

BARDSTOWN, KENTUCKY

Dear Parishioners,

Fr. Terry Bradshaw, Pastor

We have entered the 199th year since the laying of our corner stone. Our
celebration of the dedication of our church for worship will begin with
each Mass on August 18th and 19th, 2018, and continue throughout the
year. Our grand celebration will be with Archbishop Kurtz and guests on
Sunday, August 18, 2019.

Each of you are invited to participate in various anniversary events. We our dedicated to
being church in this place and time. The faithful dedicate places of worship because we
dedicate ourselves to being living temples of Christ’s Body.

Upcoming events include:
th
 An open house at the Rectory which is also celebrating its 200 anniversary
 Honoring loved ones at St. Joseph cemetery (1795- present)
 Planting 200 trees
 Addressing our parking needs and safety
 Dedicating a new baptismal font, Church banner, and décor
 Special musical event
 Social gatherings and Anniversary mementos
 Prayerful discernment of growing our ministries to family, formation, and charitable
outreach as important components to our purpose and mission.
What might the Holy Spirit have in mind for us?!
I encourage you to be thinking generously about your call to participate in these great events.
We will be reaching out to you. Let me or any member of the Parish Pastoral Council know
of your interest in taking your part.
Sincerely in Christ,

Rev. Terry Bradshaw
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W CAN I HELP?
St. Vincent De Paul (SVDP) Outreach Ministries
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100% of the proceeds of our Mission Store stay right here in Nelson County to
help those in need. So, every time you shop at our store, you are helping
someone in need in your community. We have a HUGE selection of
merchandise and our prices are the lowest in town. Come shop and help others
with every item you buy.

We love our volunteers! Whether you are working at the Bread For Life
Community Food Pantry, the Mission Store, providing client assistance, or
delivering meals to the homebound in the Meals from the Heart program, you
are making a real difference. Our volunteers serve in an atmosphere of joy and
compassion for those in need. You will feel useful, needed, and appreciated.
We always welcome new volunteers - come join us!
We rely on monetary donations to help us help others. More than half of the
funds we need to serve the destitute of Nelson County come from donations. Of
course, the Mission Store would have nothing to sell without donations of
clothing, furniture, household goods and appliances. Whenever you buy a car
or new furniture, or remodel your kitchen, think of us and the good you can do
when you donate your used items. Just call us! – 348-9752—we pick up!
Check out our web page at svdpbard.org.
Every day, someone in Nelson County wonders how they will feed their family
- how they will clothe them or keep the heat on - how they will keep from being
evicted or have enough gas to get to work. Sometimes, someone can find it
hard to feel God’s love when overwhelmed with life’s anxieties. They need our
prayers and support. Our Ministries, our volunteers, and our staff also need
your prayers so that we can continue to be Christ’s hands and feet to those we
serve.

St Vincent De Paul Bardstown
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Stewardship is a Way of Life!
“As each one has received a gift, use it to serve one another as good stewards of
God’s varied grace.” (Peter 4:10)
The word ‘stewardship’ refers to the Catholic approach to the gifts that God has bestowed upon us.
Stewardship is living out a commitment to be Christ-centered rather than self-centered. Profound gratitude,
justice, and love become the fundamental motives for giving back to God. In a variety of ways, we as
disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ, share our time and talent to build up the Church and make our world a
better place!
There are times in our lives that we feel we have nothing to give. No time, no talent, no energy! Often
it is because we are busy raising little saints, or because of the inconvenience of age and health issues. If this
sounds like you, then I ask you to consider becoming a part of our Prayer Ministry. Simply be willing to take
the intentions of some of our church family with you in your prayer time. If you are unsure where to begin in
ministry, start there—in prayer.
If you are new to the parish, I want to encourage you to find a ministry that speaks to you and get
involved! Let us get to know you! We are eager for the chance to work alongside you, giving back to Him in
gratitude all He has given us.
For the countless others in our church family that are already sharing their gifts through one of our
ministries; Thank You! Your example of stewardship, as a way of life, is an inspiration!
St. Joseph Church has fifty-seven ministries! Fifty-seven opportunities to share our time talent! There is a
ministry for everyone. Please take the time to go to our website and prayerfully review our Ministries Booklet.
If you would like a hard copy of the booklet or would like to talk about the various ministry opportunities in
person, contact Kim Hovious, Pastoral Associate, khovious@stjoechurch.com 348-3126. Stewardship is
integral to our Catholic faith. It is what we do after we say, ‘I believe’. You Are Called!

JUNE 12, 13, 14
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Youth Ministry Volunteer Spotlight…….
Spotlight…….SUSAN

BROWN

Volunteering with the youth ministry at St. Joseph has been a significant block of time in my life that I will
forever be humbled and thankful for. I wasn't really looking to volunteer with the group. My high school
daughter decided to start going to youth group and because I want to be as much a part of my children's
lives as possible, I looked for opportunities to do some activities with her. My first experience was with
Handy Hands, an annual community clean up the youth do for our parishioners who may need a little help
with their yards or houses. It was just a one time deal. I was HOOKED! It was all over after that (not just
because I can't say "no" to Ellen - no one can!). Being around those kids and working with them side by
side was an incredible experience. Before I knew it, I was involved in weekly meetings, other community
activities and I have had the privilege of going on several mission trips with them, stateside and in
Belize. It has been such a blessing to share so many experiences and moments with these incredible
spirits, watching them grow in their faith and personally. They have had more impact on my life than they
know. I would challenge every parent whose child is involved with this ministry to volunteer any time you
have. I promise that the time you spend not only with all of the youth but especially alongside your
own child, is a chance for an experience that you will not regret and will not offer itself again. I can only
hope that I too, have positively changed the lives of these amazing kids that are a part of the ministry at
St. Joseph. I thank Ellen Sprigg and St. Joseph Parish for letting me be a part of a such a blessed ministry.
Susan Brown
Youth Ministry Volunteer Leader, 2011-2018

THANK YOU FOR MAKING A DIFFERENCE IN YOUR FAMILY, IN YOUR CHURCH, IN YOUR COMMUNITY,
AND IN YOUR WORLD!
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St. Joseph School
Traditions That Empower the Child

Stations of the Cross
Stations of the Cross is a beloved Lenten tradition celebrated by
the students of St. Joseph School each year on Good Friday. The
first graders enact the Stations of the Cross, which is narrated by
the first grade teachers. The entire student body, parents,
relatives, and friends are part of this special service. The students
are dressed in costumes of Jesus, Mary, the Roman soldiers, St.
Simon, and Pontius Pilate. One of the students will dress as St.
Veronica, who wipes the face of Jesus, with a cloth that then
bears His impression. This drama, of Jesus Christ’s last hours, is
a moving experience that elicits much emotion and reverence
from our school community as we acknowledge our Savior’s
sacrifice for us.
The Stations of the Cross are held each year on Good Friday
at 9:30 am in the St. Joseph School gym.

Project Hope
Project Hope, “Helping Our People Eat”, was once again a big
success at St. Joseph School this year. At St. Joseph School, it
is a tradition to teach the students to be a child of service and
about the importance of taking care of not only ourselves, but
others too. One way of doing this is with Project HOPE; a
service project in which students bring canned goods they have
collected. The canned goods are then donated to the Bread For
Life Community Food Pantry.
Project Hope has become an annual Lenten event at St. Joseph
School. This has taken place for more than 20 years. During
Project HOPE assemblies, students will participate in song,
dance, and prayer. At the end of the assembly, the students will
process by grade level, and place the canned goods they have
brought on the stage.
The project HOPE assemblies are lead by the 8th Graders and the
Middle School Religion Teacher, Mr. Schoenfelder.

6

HOLY WEEK CELEBRATIONS

Easter Vigil 2018
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Basilica of St. Joseph Proto-Cathedral
310 West Stephen Foster Avenue
Bardstown, Kentucky 40004-0548
(502) 348-3126

Non-Profit
Organization
U.S. Postage
PAID
Bardstown, KY
Permit No. 67

Address Service Requested

Why are these kids SO happy?

Because they just qualified in
FOUR events for the
National Beta Convention this
summer in Savannah, Georgia!
Congratulations and
Good Luck!!

